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Introduction and Background

Historically, men have defined their manhood by the various roles they have fulfilled for their families and for society.  Now that these roles are in transition, they don’t have a solid definition of masculinity to give them a cultural context for life.  As a result, many men believe they have lost part of themselves, but they don’t have anything concrete with which to replace it.  Often, they don’t even feel wanted or needed by women any longer.  They used to have clear direction about where they were going as men.  Now it’s as if they’re trapped in a maze, frustrated and unable to move forward purposefully in life.

Why is the male’s crisis of purpose such a pivotal issue?  For one thing, it attacks the core of which men are, leaving them indecisive and foundationally weak.  For another, it reflects a breakdown in understanding communication, and cooperation between men and women that is unnatural and unhealthy.  Males are at a crucial crossroads, and where they go from here will have a serious effect on the course of society.  The crisis of purpose they are experiencing will escalate if they continue to live in an uncertain or defensive state of mind.  They will remain frustrated and will live at a level far below their potential.  Moreover, the cracks in the foundation of society will grow dangerously wider.

Therefore, to address the problems of our society and the world, we must start with the male and how he perceives himself.  If men know who they really are and their true reason for being, then their confusion, anger and destructive behavior could be replaced purposefulness, confidence and a building up of society.  It’s when men don’t know who they are and what purpose they have in this world that we experience a myriad of cultural problems.

A Rediscovery of Purpose

To rediscover the masculine identity, we need to address these questions:

· Why are today’s churches absent of men?

· How can men gain their footing in the ever-shifting environment of cultural expectations?

· What does it mean to be male?

· What definition of masculinity should men adopt?

· What roles should men fulfill in the workplace and in the home?

Question: What are the Men of Virtue?

The Men of Virtue are a fellowship of men whom have accepted the call of Christ as their Savior and Lord, and are seeking fellowship with a body of believers that can assist them in their development as leaders in their homes, church, workplace and community.

2 Peter 1:3 – As His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue.

Question:  What do you do as Men of Virtue?

Men of Virtue fellowship on a monthly basis to discuss issues that relevant, timely and affective in the development process as believers.

2 Peter 1:5 – But also for this very reason, giving all diligence add to your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to perseverance godliness to godliness brotherly kindness and to brotherly kindness love.

Question: Why are the Men of Virtue fellowship needed?

2 Peter 1:10 – Therefore brethren, be even more diligent to make your call and election sure, for if you do these things you will never stumble.

Question: What is Virtue?

Virtue (arête) is defined as excellence.  Excellence (hyperbole) means something that exceeds or surpasses the ordinary, hence meaning “excess” or “extra-ordinary”.   It usually occurs in phrases to indicate the extra-ordinary quality or character of something.

Scripture references:

· Phil 4:8

· 2 Peter 1:3;5

· 1 Peter 2:9

· 2 Cor 12:7

· Rom 7:13

· 2 Cor 1:8

· Gal 1:13, 14
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Fellowship Leaders:

Elder Torrence Montgomery

Deacon Timothy Blunt

Meeting Dates:

2nd Tuesday every month @ 7:00pm

Location:

New Covenant Baptist Church – Fellowship Hall (downstairs)

Rules:

Please try to be on time.

Bring pen and paper to take notes.

Be open and willing to talk!

Whatever is said in Men of Virtue stays in Men of Virtue!
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Topics of Discussion:

1. What is a Real Man?

2. Seven Principles of Purpose

3. The Creation of Man

4. God’s Purpose for the Male

5. Dominion Versus Domination

6. The Male as Visionary and Leader

7. The Male as the Teacher and Cultivator

8. The Male as Provider and Protector

9. A Man and His Sex Life

10. Male-Female Differences

11. How to be a Good Father

12. Keys to Becoming a Real Man

These topics of discussion are based on the outline and book entitled “Understanding the Purpose and Power of Men” by Dr. Myles Monroe.
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